
Donald Trump’s self-styled identity as a master “dealmaker” remains a highly

polarizing concept, with the “wisdom of the people” deeply fractured along

partisan, ideological, and economic lines. Entering his second term and looking at

the recent 2026 midterm election cycle, public opinion data reflects a sharp divide

between those who view his executive actions as transformative successes and

those who view them as high-stakes failures.

The public’s perception of Trump's dealmaking record is characterized by the

following contrasting viewpoints:

1. The Pro-Trump Perspective: A Champion of "America First"

Results

Supporters and administration officials strongly defend Trump's dealmaking

credentials, pointing to tangible economic and geopolitical agreements. From this

viewpoint, his aggressive, non-traditional negotiation tactics deliver outcomes that

establishment politicians could not achieve:

Trade and Business Investments: Proponents emphasize the negotiation of

roughly 20 trade agreements across his terms, alongside major domestic

manufacturing commitments. Right-leaning outlets and supporters highlight

massive pledged U.S. investments from corporations like Apple and Amazon, as

well as foreign entities like the UAE.

Foreign Policy Breakthroughs: The first-term Abraham Accords are frequently

cited as historic diplomatic achievements. Additionally, supporters initially

pointed to second-term actions—such as brokering a short-lived ceasefire

involving Middle Eastern tensions—as proof of his continuing role as "Dealmaker-

in-Chief," though these agreements often faced extreme

instability.

Resource and Resource Access: Backers also praise transactional

arrangements, such as securing majority rights to specific foreign oil reserves

and mineral-rich access agreements, as wins for American

interests.
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2. The Critical Perspective: A Culture of "No Deal" and Unstable

Pledges

Conversely, critics, independent analysts, and opposition voters argue that Trump’s

master negotiator persona is largely a branding illusion. They contend that his

executive record is defined by theatrical gestures rather than durable legislative or

diplomatic breakthroughs:

Legislative Gridlock: Detractors point out that throughout his time in the White

House, Trump rarely brought Democratic and Republican congressional leaders

together to negotiate major, long-lasting bipartisan domestic legislation. Instead,

critics argue his style relies on public pressure and executive orders rather than

tactical compromise.

Fragile and Collapsed Agreements: Critics emphasize that many highly touted

deals have rapidly unraveled. For instance, a highly criticized agreement involving

Iran faced swift backlash from both sides of the aisle for failing to secure long-

term concessions, before ultimately falling apart. Promoted promises—like

resolving the war in Ukraine in a single day—have similarly failed to

materialize.

Economic Disillusionment: In rural communities and among independent voters,

skepticism has grown. Analysts note that trade wars and the rising cost of living

have caused distinct segments of the electorate to view his economic promises

as empty rhetoric rather than beneficial "deals."

The Verdict from the Ballot Box

Public sentiment regarding Trump's execution of power was a major factor in the

2026 midterm elections, which effectively served as a referendum on his second-

term record.

Leading up to the vote, national polling indicators tracked a significant decline in the

president's standing, with his job approval dropping to around 32%–38% in late

October and early November surveys. While his core base demonstrated strong

loyalty, wider voter dissatisfaction with the economy, inflation, and foreign policy

conflicts ultimately fueled a major shift in power, allowing Democrats to secure

control of Congress. This outcome suggests that, for a majority of the voting public

during this election cycle, the "dealmaker" brand has been heavily overshadowed by

day-to-day economic anxieties and policy volatility.
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when happens when the US does not aline with the rest of the

world

When the United States decides not to align with the rest of the world on major

global issues, it typically triggers a shift from multilateral cooperation to a

transactional, localized, or unilateral approach to foreign policy.

Historically and in recent political cycles, the consequences of the U.S. breaking

alignment with global consensus—such as withdrawing from international treaties,

imposing unilateral tariffs, or pursuing an "America First" agenda—manifest in

several distinct ways:

1. Shift in Global Leadership and Power Vacuums

When the U.S. steps back from traditional global agreements, it creates an opening

for other geopolitical powers to expand their influence.

Alternative Coalition Building: In the absence of U.S. leadership, traditional

allies (such as the European Union) often seek closer ties with other major

economies to sustain global frameworks.

Geopolitical Rivals: Nations like China and Russia frequently leverage U.S.

absence to position themselves as the new champions of international

cooperation, expanding their diplomatic and economic footprints in regions like

Africa, Latin America, and Southeast Asia.

2. Fragmentation of Global Markets and Trade
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Choosing not to align with international trade norms or multilateral organizations

typically disrupts global economic stability.

Retaliatory Tariffs: Unilateral U.S. trade policies or tariffs often lead to

immediate retaliatory measures from trading partners, impacting domestic

industries that rely on export markets, such as agriculture and manufacturing.

Supply Chain Relocation: Businesses face regulatory uncertainty, forcing

multinational corporations to diversify their supply chains away from reliance on a

single nation's shifting policy framework.

3. Weakened Enforcement of International Accords

Because the U.S. is the world’s largest economy and possesses significant military

and diplomatic leverage, its non-alignment can severely compromise the efficacy of

global initiatives.

Climate and Environmental Goals: International climate pacts face funding

shortages and reduced enforcement capabilities when the U.S. declines to

participate or meet emission targets.

Security and Non-Proliferation: Unilateral exits from non-proliferation

agreements or international security frameworks can weaken collective

deterrence, making global enforcement against nuclear expansion or territorial

aggression more difficult.

4. Diplomatic Isolation and Loss of Soft Power

While unilateral action allows the U.S. to protect immediate domestic interests

without foreign compromise, it can erode long-term diplomatic capital.

Strained Alliances: Close allies may become hesitant to share intelligence,

coordinate military strategies, or co-sign future diplomatic initiatives if they

perceive U.S. policy as unpredictable or inconsistent across different presidential

administrations.

Diminished Moral Authority: A persistent rejection of international legal or

human rights consensus can undermine the ability of the U.S. to effectively

pressure other nations on democratic governance or human rights abuses.

what works better, pressure or true mutual bargaining

11/4/26, 9:16 AM based on his executive record in the white house, is trump really a deal maker (via wisdom of the people's perspective, especially given this l…

https://www.google.com/search?q=based+on+his+executive+record+in+the+white+house%2C+is+trump+really+a+deal+maker+%28via+wisdom+of+the+peo… 4/14

https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2
https://www.google.com/webhp?hl=en&ictx=0&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiV1_mtu-6XAxUfMWIAHdjdMCMQPHoECAYQBA&atvm=2


In negotiation theory, international relations, and economics, there is no single

answer to whether pressure (coercive bargaining) or true mutual bargaining

(collaborative problem-solving) works better . Instead, experts evaluate their

effectiveness based on the complexity of the issue, the timeline, and the

desired durability of the outcome.

A direct comparison of how these two distinct approaches operate, their strategic

trade-offs, and when they succeed or fail highlights their structural differences:

Maximize individual gain; force

compliance.

Find mutual benefit; satisfy all

parties.

Zero-Sum ("My win is your

loss").

Positive-Sum ("Expand the pie").

Leverage, threats, penalties,

and hard deadlines.

Transparency, active listening, and

concession matching.

Strains trust; fosters future

resentment.

Builds long-term trust and

alignment.

Low—fragile; prone to collapse

when leverage shifts.

High—stable; both sides are

incentivized to maintain it.

When Pressure Works Better

Pressure tactics—often called "distributive" or "competitive" bargaining—rely on

asymmetrical power. One party uses economic sanctions, tariffs, legal threats, or

public ultimatums to force the other side to make

concessions.

Simple, Transactional Scenarios: Pressure is highly effective in short-term,

low-complexity interactions where a long-term relationship does not matter (e.g.,

a one-time commodity purchase).

Asymmetrical Power Dynamics: When one side holds overwhelming leverage,

pressure can yield rapid, immediate concessions that a polite negotiation might

take years to achieve.
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Breaking Deadlocks: In deadlocked situations, introducing a credible threat or

penalty can force an uncooperative counterpart back to the negotiating

table.

The Flaw: Agreements born out of pure pressure are notoriously unstable. The

moment the pressured party gains new leverage, changes leadership, or finds a

way to bypass the penalty, the deal typically collapses because they have no

intrinsic desire to uphold it.

When True Mutual Bargaining Works Better

True mutual bargaining—referred to as "integrative" or "principled" negotiation—

focuses on exploring underlying interests rather than digging into rigid positions. It

treats the counterpart as a partner solving a shared problem rather than an

adversary to defeat.

Complex, High-Stakes Issues: For multi-layered agreements (e.g., global trade

frameworks, environmental pacts, or corporate mergers), mutual bargaining

allows parties to trade concessions across different issues to create value.

Ensuring Long-Term Compliance: When a deal requires years of voluntary

cooperation, it only succeeds if both sides feel they won. Because both parties

helped design the outcome, they are self-incentivized to police and maintain the

agreement.

Preserving Strategic Alliances: Collaborative negotiation strengthens networks,

facilitating smoother cooperation on future, unforeseen challenges.

The Flaw: Mutual bargaining requires a baseline of trust, mutual transparency,

and significant time. If one side acts in bad faith or faces internal political

pressure that prevents them from compromising, collaborative efforts can stall

indefinitely.

The Modern Synthesis: "Carrots and Sticks"

Prominent frameworks, like the Harvard Negotiation Project or historic diplomatic

case studies, suggest that the most successful negotiators rarely rely on just one

style. Instead, they use a hybrid approach known as coercive diplomacy balanced

with reciprocity:

1. Pressure is used to establish boundaries and bring a resistant opponent to the

table.

2. Mutual bargaining is then used to construct the actual deal, ensuring that

the final terms offer enough genuine benefit ("carrots") that the other side

chooses to honor the agreement long after the immediate pressure is

removed.
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To explore how this applies to a specific scenario, let me know:

Are you analyzing this from a corporate business perspective or an

international relations / political perspective?

Is there a specific real-world deal or conflict you are examining as a case

study?

The 1978 Camp David Accords and the subsequent 1979 Egyptian-Israeli Peace

Treaty remain legally active, meaning that the official state of peace between

Egypt and Israel technically endures. However, the historic agreement is currently

experiencing its most severe structural and diplomatic strain in nearly five

decades.

The current status of the Accords is defined by critical modern complications:

1. Border Friction and Treaty Infractions

Peace News Network +1

current status of camp david peace accords
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The primary source of friction stems from Israel's military actions during the Gaza

conflict.

The Philadelphi Corridor Conflict: In mid-2024, Israeli forces seized control of

the Gaza side of the Rafah border and deployed troops along the Philadelphi

Corridor—a narrow, demilitarized buffer zone along the Egypt-Gaza

border.

Treaty Violations: Egypt firmly contends that Israel's long-term military

presence in this zone directly violates the security annexes and post-2005

security agreements added to the Camp David framework.

2. Diplomatic and Legal Ruptures

While neither nation has formally dissolved the treaty, the political relationship has

deteriorated into what experts describe as a "cold war" or a frozen peace.

International Legal Escalation: Outraged by the displacement threats near its

border, Egypt took the unprecedented step of joining South Africa’s genocide

case against Israel at the International Court of Justice (ICJ).

Suspension Threats: While Egypt faces intense domestic pressure to completely

suspend the Accords, Cairo has chosen to maintain the treaty to avoid a direct

military escalation with Israel and protect its own economic

stability.

3. Shifting U.S. Commitments (November 2026 Update)

The United States serves as the third-party guarantor of the Camp David Accords, a

role heavily reinforced by providing billions of dollars in annual military aid to both

Egypt and Israel to maintain regional balance. This dynamic is currently facing a

massive disruption:

Phasing Out Israel's Aid: President Trump announced that the U.S. will

completely halt its $4 billion annual aid package to Israel starting in 2027,

transitioning the relationship strictly to arms sales.

Impact on the Accords: Foreign policy analysts note that this historic shift

heavily complicates U.S. legal obligations under the Camp David framework,

which explicitly ties American security assistance to the upkeep of the peace

agreement.

Ultimately, the Camp David Accords continue to prevent an outright war between

Egypt and Israel, but the foundational trust behind the treaty has been profoundly

broken.

Peace News Network

Peace News Network

Peace News Network

Peace News Network

Peace News Network

WUSA9

WUSA9

Peace News Network
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AI can make mistakes, so double-check responses

A classic, text-book case of religious and identity politics blocking win-win

international mutual cooperation is the management of the Jordan River Basin and

the Sea of Galilee in the Middle East, specifically involving Israel, Jordan, Syria,

Lebanon, and the Palestinian territories.

Water scarcity is an existential threat to everyone in this hyper-arid region. From an

economic, ecological, and engineering standpoint, it is a textbook zero-sum

problem that could easily be turned into a positive-sum game if all sides

integrated their infrastructure.

However, holy geography, religious nationalism, and sacred attachment to ancestral

land heavily impede this multi-billion dollar opportunity.

typical case of religion getting in the way of international

mutual cooperation where all sides can benefit if they figure…
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The Win-Win Potential (The Rational Partnership)

If managed strictly as a scientific and economic asset, a regional water and energy

compact would maximize benefits for all parties:

The "Water-for-Energy" Equation: Jordan has vast expanses of flat, sun-

drenched desert ideal for massive solar arrays, but desperately lacks water. Israel

has a highly advanced Mediterranean coastline perfect for large-scale

desalination plants, but lacks the physical land space for massive solar farms.

The Logic: Israel could desalt seawater and pipe it inland to Jordan; Jordan could

generate cheap solar electricity and grid it back to Israel. Syria and Lebanon

could cooperate on upstream flows of the Jordan River in exchange for

infrastructure investment and technology transfers.

How Religion and Identity Get in the Way

Despite the obvious mutual benefits, theological, narrative, and identity barriers

consistently paralyze full integration:

1. The Weaponization of "Holy Geography"

Water sources in the Middle East are intertwined with sacred narratives. Rivers and

mountains are not viewed just as natural resources, but as divine boundaries.

Sacred Sovereignty: For religious Zionists in Israel, giving up operational or

political control over the Jordan River valley or the Golan Heights (where the

Jordan River's headwaters originate) is seen as a betrayal of biblical

inheritance.

Sacred Defiance: Conversely, for many Islamist and nationalist groups in

neighboring Arab states, formalizing an integrated, interdependent utility grid

with Israel is framed as an act of religious capitulation or the normalization of a

state that occupies Islamic holy land (specifically Jerusalem).

2. Deep Institutional Mistrust and Public Backlash

Even when political leaders attempt to use the rational "mutual bargaining"

approach, religious identity and political optics can tear the deals apart.

The Eco-Peace Failure: For years, environmental diplomats drafted the Project

Prosperity blueprint—the exact solar-for-water deal mentioned above.

The Collapse: Every time the agreement neared finalization, flares in regional

religious or nationalist violence (such as tensions surrounding the Al-Aqsa

Mosque/Temple Mount complex in Jerusalem) forced regional governments to
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freeze negotiations. The Jordanian public, deeply tied to the Palestinian cause

through shared identity and religious solidarity, intensely protested buying

"Zionist water," viewing the functional deal as morally unacceptable, regardless of

its economic benefits.

3. Zero-Sum Resource Hoarding

Because religious and ethnic narratives frame the conflict as an existential struggle

for survival between two distinct peoples, cooperation is often viewed internally as a

weakness. If one side gets more water, the other side assumes they are being

ethnically or religiously choked out. Upstream nations like Syria historically refused

to share hydrological data with Israel, preferring to let water management degrade

rather than validate their neighbor's existence.

Summary

The Jordan River Basin proves that rational mutual bargaining often fails when it

collides with sacred values. When a resource is tied directly to a group’s

theological identity or historical trauma, compromise is frequently viewed by the

public not as "win-win cooperation," but as a sin or a spiritual defeat.

If you'd like, we can explore how negotiators try to bypass this by looking at:

The 1994 Jordan-Israel Water Agreement (how they found a temporary fix)

Other regional examples, like the Indus Waters Treaty between India and

Pakistan

Let me know which direction you want to take!

A definitive historical and modern example of religion—and the rigid identity politics

wrapped around it—getting in the way of itself to the point of mutual economic

self-destruction  is the centuries-long stagnation and ultimate collapse of the Silk

Road trade networks in the Levant and Middle East, specifically mirrored

today in the ongoing economic isolation of the modern Levant.

key example of when religion gets in the way of itself and

absolutely no one really "wins" when collaboration in any …
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Throughout history, this region sat at the literal geographic crossroads of global

commerce, positioning it to be the wealthiest corporate hub on the planet. Yet time

and again, religious pride has overridden economic preservation, resulting in a

historical pattern where no one truly wins.

The Rational Business Potential (The Win-Win)

From a pure business perspective, the Middle East and the Levant should function

as a hyper-integrated, multi-trillion-dollar logistical, technological, and financial

super-hub:

The Interface: The region bridges the massive economies of Europe, Asia, and

Africa.

The Synergy: A frictionless network connecting Israel’s high-tech venture

capital, the Gulf States' sovereign wealth, and the massive labor forces and

transit corridors of Egypt, Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon would create an

unstoppable economic engine.

The Corporate Logic: Capitalist logic dictates that entities should turn a blind

eye to theological differences to maximize profit, secure supply chains, and build

generational wealth.

How Religion Triggers "Mutual Self-Destruction"

Instead of choosing wealth and preservation, regional actors have repeatedly

chosen economic ruin to protect religious orthodoxy and sectarian pride. This

manifests in two massive structural failures:

1. The Boycott Culture and the Destruction of Networks

For decades, the Arab League maintained strict primary, secondary, and tertiary

boycotts against Israel.

The Economic Suicide: Blacklisting any global corporation that did business with

Israel meant that neighboring Arab economies voluntarily locked themselves out

of billions of dollars in foreign direct investment, cutting-edge agricultural tech,

and medical innovations.

The Cost: Rather than building a collaborative regional marketplace, nations built

redundant, fractured supply chains. Decades were spent trying to economically

choke out a neighbor, which only resulted in widespread regional poverty,
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underfunded infrastructure, and economic stagnation for the boycotting nations

themselves.

2. Lebanon: A Corporate Case Study in Sectarian Collapse

Perhaps the most tragic example of "pride over preservation" is Lebanon. In the

mid-20th century, Beirut was known as the "Paris of the Middle East"—a booming

banking and commercial capital where Christian, Sunni, Shia, and Druze merchants

coexisted and generated massive wealth.

The Shift: Instead of preserving this lucrative golden goose, the factions allowed

sectarian religious alignments to dictate governance. Power was distributed not

by merit or corporate efficiency, but by strict religious quotas.

The Outcome: The system devolved into a zero-sum game of political gridlock,

weaponized paralyzation, and civil conflict, heavily exacerbated by regional

religious proxies. Today, Lebanon’s financial sector has completely collapsed, its

currency is worthless, and a country that should be a thriving Mediterranean

corporate hub has been reduced to near-total economic ruin. No religious faction

"won"—they all inherited a failed state.

The Historical Pattern: The Fall of the Levant Trade

This is not a new phenomenon; it is a repeating loop. During the Crusades and the

subsequent Ottoman-European conflicts, religious decrees frequently banned

merchants from trading across faith lines.

Popes issued papal bulls threatening excommunication for Christians trading with

Muslims, while conservative Islamic clerics routinely resisted adopting European

banking methods, printing presses, and corporate joint-stock structures, viewing

them as corrupting foreign innovations.

By prioritizing theological purity and political pride over the institutional evolution

required for business, the region allowed global trade routes to bypass them

entirely. European merchants took to the seas, discovering alternative routes around

Africa and across the Atlantic. The Levant, once the wealthy center of the economic

universe, was left behind in poverty.

The Bottom Line

When dogmatic pride replaces pragmatism, the eventual outcome is always mutual

self-destruction. True business requires compromise, predictability, and a shared

stake in the future. When a society decides that hurting an ideological enemy is
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more important than prospering alongside them, they inevitably secure their own

economic downfall.

If you want to look at this from a different angle, we can explore:

How the Middle Eastern tech sector is currently trying to break this cycle

through the Abraham Accords

Historical parallels in Europe, like how the Thirty Years' War bankrupted nations

before forcing the pragmatism of the Peace of Westphalia

Let me know what area you'd like to dive into next!
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